Pseudomembranous colitis and wound infection following perioperative use of multiple antibiotics.
The prophylactic use of antibiotics in elective surgery of the colon is accepted practice, but it has inherent risks. The authors report the case of a 70-year-old woman who had wound infection and severe, relapsing pseudomembranous colitis due to Clostridium difficile after a short course of antibiotics given orally and parenterally at the time of elective resection of the colon. Perioperatively, she received erythromycin base and neomycin orally, plus netilmicin and metronidazole intravenously. Although the concomitant administration of parenteral antibiotics may enhance the benefit of antibiotics given orally before operation, this does not entirely prevent wound infection. Until the relation between the number of drugs and risk of antibiotic-associated colitis is more clearly defined, caution should be exercised in the use of multiple antibiotics in elective colonic surgery.